
 
 
Many of  you wi l l  know that the Government are propos ing some changes to the 
HIP.  The IHI was one of  on ly  a few organisat ions that  has prov ided a formal  
response.  These changes,  which cou ld be wi th us  by January 2009 center  
around Leaseholder  documents ,  and a new mandatory form ca l led the Property  
Informat ion Quest ionna i re (PIQ). 
 
I  have put  the response forward wi th the he lp of  Jack ie Ol iver ,  and broadly we 
are  in  agreement  wi th  the thoughts  o f  CLG on these matters .  Perhaps the area 
that  we see some d i ff icu l ty  in wi l l  be vendors dec lar ing what works and 
improvements they have made to the i r  property  which needs to be inc luded on 
the PIQ,  and in  par t i cu lar  what  damage and improvements  may have occurred 
in  the property .  The PIQ wi l l  be mandatory ,  but  in  i t s  present form, the 
answers wi l l  come f rom vendors . 
 
Many surveyors undertak ing condi t ion surveys wi l l  a t  some po int  quest ion 
vendors  about  the i r  property ,  and wi l l  know that  on some occas ions innocent ly  
but  on others  mis lead ing ly ,  one new rad iator  becomes a new centra l  heat ing 
system, or  new lamp drops become a rewired house,  or  that  f resh po int ing d id 
not  cover  up some s t ructura l  repa i rs ,  but ,……. “We dec ided to  get  the f ront  
po inted.”  The PIQ cou ld become an area where vendors ,  for  whatever  reason,  
mis lead potent ia l  buyers .  So whi l s t  the IHI  are broad ly  in  favour  of  most  o f  the 
new proposa ls ,  there are a few around the condi t ion,  and improvements to the 
house where IHI have sa id that  these i tems can and should on ly  be conf i rmed 
independent ly by a DipHI.  
 
The i rony is  that  these i tems in the PIQ would be p icked up by the HCR, and at  
least  f rom that  perspect ive they would be much more re l iab le.  We have of  
course po inted that  out  to  the CLG.  The IHI  shou ld f ind out  ahead of  the 
mainstream i f  these i tems wi l l  be  inc luded in the PIQ or  i f  they wi l l  be 
modi f ied;  but  the changes in  HIPs  i s  l i ke ly  to  be announced and may be wi th  us  
by  January . 
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