
 
 
The Home Purchase Survey cont inues to gather  momentum. Cop ies  were 
circu lated at  the AGM, together with a proposed dra f t  Va luat ion Repor t .  The 
rumour f rom other  organisat ions that  IHI have spent  in  excess of  £10,000 
develop ing the HPS is  ent i re ly  untrue as the accounts  show. The IHI  ha ve not  
spent 1p on the HPS. A l l  costs  have been met personal ly  by myse l f  as I  own the 
copyr ight,  but wi l l  g ive the HPS to IHI when i t  is  ready for  publ icat ion.  The HPS 
wi l l  a im to  have two s t rands of  aud i t ,  and in  par t i cu lar  c onsumer accred i ta t ion,  
both of  these issues are progress ing . 
 
I t  should be noted; the HPS wi l l  never be f inanc ia l ly  supported by the 
membersh ip fees of  DEAs or  those HI  Surveyors  who do not  wish to  be par t  o f  
the  HPS scheme. The HPS wi l l  s tand on i ts  ow n mer i t ,  and Counc i l  set  up a 
company,  Licensed Surveyors Limited  (present ly  dormant)  wh ich may act  as  
a veh ic le  so that  f inanc ia l  matters  are abso lute ly  t ransparent  to DEAs and 
Energy Assessors .   
Moreover,  as IHI develop Energy Reports  so that energy asse ssors  can of fer  
the i r  c l i ents  a  w ider  range o f  pro fess iona l  serv i ces ,  those  ac t i v i t i es  wi l l  a l so  be 
c lear.  
 
Unl ike other  inst i tut ions,  the IHI wi l l  ins is t  i ts  members on ly  pract ice in  those 
f ie lds they are qual i f ied and insured to undertake.  Energy Assessors  w i l l  have 
some protect ion,  as  they are  requ i red to  be long to  an Accred i ta t ion Scheme,  
for  the product ion of  EPCs,  but  what  about  other  forms of  energy survey? 
Valuat ion surveyors with in IHI wi l l  not  be permit ted to undertake condi t ion 
surveys ,  un less  they hold DipHI or a recogni se d bu i ld ing survey ing degree.  
L ikewise va luat ions can only be done by qual i f ied va luat ion surveyors,  which 
wi l l  inc lude those with the va luat ion module for  DipHI.  However st r ic t  th is  may 
sound,  i t  must  be a  corners tone of  prov id i ng exce l lent  profess ional  serv ice to 
consumers of  the h ighest  mer i t .  We have a l l  seen for  decades the water ing 
down of  our profess ional  s tatus,  and more so by genera l  pract ice surveyors 
who are not  t ra ined in  bu i ld ing defect ,  prov id ing spur ious and inconc lus ive  
survey reports .  Resu l t ing in  poor  serv ice to consumers,  d iscred i t  to  a l l  qua l i f ied 
surveyors,  and increased PI  and l i t igat ion c la ims.   IHI members wi l l  on ly  
pract ice in the i r  qual i f ied f ie ld of  expert ise.  IHI members wi l l  not  h ide behind 
the gener ic  term ‘surveyor ’  to foo l  the publ ic .  Current ly  very many ‘surveyors ’  
who undertake condi t ion surveys are ne i ther  qua l i f ied or  exper ienced 
suf f ic ient ly  to do so,  and yet  the i r  inst i tut ions permit  th is  uneth ica l  pract ice. 
Whi ls t  others break the i r  own ru les,  the IHI  wi l l  not ,  and in  that  way the IHI  
wi l l  bu i ld a credib le profess ional  inst i tut ion consumers can trust .   I t  i s  
proposed that  Members who are e l ig ib le  to jo in the IHI HPS scheme wi l l  be 
known as L icensed Surveyors ,  as  the i r  accred i ta t ion wi l l  prov ide them the 
l icense to pract ice in the f ie ld.  
 
Fur ther  deve lopment  of  the IHI  Va luat ion Report  wi l l  be undertaken,  and th is  
wi l l  be compl iant  wi th the Internat iona l  Account ing & Va luat ion Standards,  and 
Sect ion 13 of  the Bui ld ing Soc iet ies Act  1986.  IHI wi l l  a im to obta in d i rect  
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approva l  f rom the CML in  l ine wi th  the i r  pub l i shed s tatement  of  February 2007 
that  the DipHI together wi th the va luat ion module met a l l  examinat ion 
standards for  the CML.  
 
By  the end o f  November  IHI  w i l l  re lease a  survey format  for  S c hedules of  
Condition  f ree to use for  D ipHI members .  Home Inspectors  are now perhaps 
the most  su i ted surveyors for  undertak ing these types of  surveys.  They l i s t  the 
condi t ion of  e lements  in  a  bu i ld ing wi thout  prov id ing a prognos is .  There i s  
some smal l  add i t i ona l  sk i l l  to  be aware of ,  par t icu lar ly  the issues such as 
d iminut ion in va lue,  betterment,  and the lega l  d i f ferences in ‘put  in ’ ,  ‘keep in ’ ,  
‘ leave in ’ ,  and mainta in;  but  th is  survey format wi l l  a l low DipHI surveyors to 
extend the work they of fer  to c l ients  so these documents  can be at tached to  a  
lease. 
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